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EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
USE OF DEADLY FORCE, FEBRUARY 23, 1999 
IAB REVIEW #1246521 


The purpose of this memo is to notify you of the review committee’s findings and 


recommendations concerning the use of force incident which occurred on February 23, 
1999. 


The Committee met on September 16, 1999 and consisted of Commanders Roy Pugh 
(Personnel and Training Division), Steven A. Day (Custody Division Operations), and 
William R. Mangan (Technical Services Division). The Committee determined that the 


use of deadly force by Sergeant Robert Berardi Deputy Dean La Chasse 
Deputy Larry Moon +# Deputy Deputy 
Deputy John Guerrero and Deputy Andrew Brookwell 


#4 as within Department Policy. Please advise the sergeant and the deputies 
of this finding. 


The Committee recognized that training issues from this incident have already been 
addressed by the Unit Commander. Also, the 


Accompanying this memo is the original Response Team package, which contains the 
IAB and Training Bureau reports. Please evaluate the included material and complete 
and sign the enclosed form documenting your recommendations and actions and return 
the Response Team package to me through the division chief within 30 days. 


JAH: JAG;jag 


C: Captain Johnny Dredd, Training Bureau 
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September 2, 1999 


Captain Don Mauro 

Los Angeles County Sheriff s Department 
Homicide Bureau 

5747 Rickenbacker Road 

Los Angeles, California 90040 


Dear Captain Mauro: 


Re: = S.LD. File #: 100-8551/99-0136 
L.A.S.D. File #: 099-0275 1-0286-056 


The Special Investigations Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office has 
completed its review of the February 23, 1999 fatal shooting of Juan Ricardo Close by Los 
Angeles County Sheriff's Deputies John Guerro M Dean LaChasse, Larry Moon, 
Andrew Brookwell TI 0 Sergeant Robert Berardi, We have concluded that 
each deputy acted lawfully in self-defense and in defense of others. = 


The following analysis is based on a three volume set of reports totaling 819 pages prepared by 
the Los Angeles County Sheriff s Department, Homicide Bureau, which were submitted to this 
office on May 11, 1999, an oral presentation by Sheriff s Detectives Gerald Biehn and Thomas 
Kerfoot, and an examination of 347 photographs that relate to this incident. These photographs 
include photographs taken at the scene of the shooting and photographs taken during the autopsy 
performed on Juan Close. No independent investigation has been conducted by members of this 
office. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


land Juan Ricardo Close were [Mend lived with their Met 
the county area of East Los Angeles. Approximately ten rior to 
February 23, 1999, Juan Close had been laid off from his job. According to Ms. Juan was 
very over losing his job, and was concerned about their ability to pay the family bills. 
Me ai unsucoesstaly to reassure her Shat things would be all right. 
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On February 23, 1999, Ms. Wi cturned home from her job at approximately 6:30 p.m, When 
she entered their residence she noticed that the carpet outside of the bathroom was soaked with 
water. The bathroom door was closed and locked. Ms. knocked on the door for 
approximately one minute before it was opened by her [EJ Juan Close was holding a small 
kitchen knife. She saw a cut on the left side of his neck, and noticed that his eyes were red as 
though he had been crying. He complained about being out of work, and expressed fear that they 
would be unable to pay their bills. He again closed himself in the bathroom. 


Concerned about the cut on his neck, Ms. Falled 911 and requested paramedics. Ina 

transcript of the tape recorded telephone call which has been translated from Spanish to English, 

Ms. E-i: the operator that her INN “Is putting a--one--a knif_ in--in his throat”. When 
asked if he is violent “now”, she said “Yes. Please...” When asked if he was threatening her, Ms. 

ii “No, just him. ifthe baby! He’s by himself in the bathroom. He wants to kill 
himself”. Ms. EE cpcatcaly pleaded with her J end he can be heard in the background 
telling her “Go” and “Shut up”. 


Juan Close unlocked the bathroom door and literally forced Ms. Bion their residence. 


When she stepped outside, she noticed | that the paramedics 2 had arrived 

Par ee nme d to investigators that when on where 
are invol ne} git enforcement person: area safe before 

pic ng Wie Ms. ped from her residence, she was met by Deputy Romero who 


walked her eastbound away from the front yard of her home. 


Ms. hold investigators that when her [came out of their residence he was holding a 
larger knife than the one he held while in the bathroom. She could not hear what the deputies 
were saying to her [NNN but she shouted for him to drop his knife. She told Deputy Romero 
that her| id not want to hurt the deputies, he only wanted to hurt himself. 


Feit ag herent eloaded i 
thought he was being shot with shotgun rounds, but Deput Romero explained that they were not 
killing him, but that they were trying to disable him. Ms. es herf! to the 
ground as a result of being hit by the beanbag rounds, but then saw him stand back up. Ms. 

told investigators that neighbors came to comfort her, and while her attention was diverted away 
from her EM she heard several gunshots. When she looked back, she saw her [fon 
the ground, obviously struck by gunfire. 


Ms. [iso told investigators that, prior to the actual shooting, she heard her (cu the 
deputies “Kill me” in Spanish. 


sa small S ocated on the | Gi Hubbard Street just fof 


Eastmont Avenue andor Hoefner Avenue. The Close residence is the SE most of the 
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three residences, A chain link fence separates a small grass front yard from the sidewalk and 
Hubbard Street. A gate opens from the sidewalk to a concrete path that leads to the front door of 

A blue Toyota automobile belonging to the Closes was parked directly in front of 
the walkway to the residence. A Nissan automobile was parked behind the Toyota. Deputies 
Romero and Brookwell were the first deputies to respond to the Close residence. The call they 
responded to indicated that a suicidal man was armed with a knife and had locked himself in the 
bathroom. Brookwell parked their black and white patrol car at the north curb of Hubbard Street, 
east of the Close residence. They were met by Deputies Guerrero and HE who parked at the 
south curb, also east of the Close residence. 


When Ms. came out of her house, she was met by Deputy Romero. She was screaming and 
obviously upset. He guided her toward his radio car. Deputies Brookwell, Guerrero and I 
took up positions of safety behind the blue Toyota. Deputy Romero told investigators that Ms. 
ciei for i N:o drop his knife. Juan Close responded by telling her, “No, get out 
of here--get out of here”. According to Romero, this conversation was repeated by both Mr. and 
Mrs. iiiiiieveral times. Romero also told investigators that he could see that Juan Close was 
holding two knives. Romero stated that deputies were ordering Close to “Drop the knives”, but 
that Close ignored those orders. According to Romero, Close was pointing the blade of a knife at 
the deputies and making jabbing motions toward them. 


Romero said that he saw Juan Close suddenly throw a ines kes at the deputies who were 


As indicated earlier, Deputies Brookwell, Guerrero m a position of safety behind the 
blue Toyota that was parked in front of the Close residence. Deputy old investigators that 
when he and Guerrero arrived, he noticed Ms. IJ She was “frantic”, yelling things that I 
could not understand. stated that she “seemed pretty upset”. Shortly after that, Juan Close 
stepped from the residence. d see blood coming from a laceration to his neck, and more 
blood from a laceration to one of his wrists {could see that Close was armed with one knife 
in his right hand, and what he thought were two knives in his left hand. Hold investigators 
that Deputies Brookwell and Guerrero repeatedly ordered Close to drop the knives and go to the 
ground. This was done in both English and Spanish. According to Deputy J Deputy 
Guerrero tried to assure Close that the deputies did not want to hurt him. “We just want to talk 
to you. Just relax, we want you to put the knives to the ground, go to the ground, and tell us 
what’s happening. Tell us what’s going on”. [stated that Close became more agitated, and 
was waving the knives around. 
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When Close began to walk toward the deputies, ed four rounds from his stungun. | | 
said that after the fourth round was fired, ‘opped to one knee, but then got back up. BE 


heard Close state, “If you guys don’t kill me, I am going to kill you” HB bo was now out of 
beanbag ammunition, instructed Deputy LaChasse to reload his shotgun. LaChasse reloaded the 
weapon and handed it toll who fired three more beanbag rounds at Close. Again, Close went 
down. iionholstered his OC spray canister and directed a spray at Close while he was still on 
the ground. [told investigators that he believes that he hit Close in the face with the spray, 
although it was administered from a distance of more than ten feet 


E- moved back south away from Close. Deputies Guerrero and Brookwell were 
positioned behind the blue Toyota to his right. [lMarmed himself with his nine millimeter 
handgun and saw Close tum the knife in his right hand and grasp it by the blade. Close continued 
to hold the other two weapons in his left hand and began walking toward ll Guerrero and 
Brookwell. {told investigators that Close drew the knife to a throwing position. According 
to the dep ned fire with their handguns when t d or 
or just as it vas ee made an obvious movement 
aggressing our--i i . He stated that Close threw the large knife in his right hand “at 
Deputy Guerrero’s direction. Actually in my direction as well, but, a little bit closer to Deputy 


Guerrero. So, it goes between myself and Deputy Guerrero. It was at that point that the 
deputies, including opened fire. fired 11 rounds at Juan Close. 


Deputy Guerrero told investigators that when he and J arrived at the Close residence, Ms. 
ma: standing on the front porch screaming frantically. After she walked eastbound with 
Deputy Romero, Juan Close came outside. It appeared to Deputy Guerrero that Close had a large 
knife in his right hand and two smaller knives in his left hand. Guerrero noted that Close was 
bleeding from a wound to the neck and a wound to one of his wrists. Guerrero, who speaks 
fluent Spanish, ordered Close to “Drop the knives”. Close was screaming something that 
Guerrero could not understand. As Close stepped from the front porch and approached the 
deputies, Guerrero repeatedly screamed in Spanish, “Drop the weapons. Drop the weapons”. 
According to Guerrero, Close responded by saying, “No. You’re going to have to kill me”. 
Guerrero attempted to reassure Close that they were not there to injure him. When Close began 
to approach the deputies IMMfired four beanbag rounds from his stungun. Close went down to 
the ground, but quickly got back up. O UG fired additional rounds (Guerrero thought |_| 
fired a total of eight beanbags) at Close 


Guerrero said that he smelled OC spray, but did not see [fedminister it because his attention 
was focused on Close. According to Guerrero, Close continued to say that the deputies would 
have to kill him, and Guerrero continued to tell him that they did not want to hurt him. Guerrero 
saw Close turn the knife so that he was holding it by the blade. Guerrero told the investigators 
that Close “squatted down a little bit, took aim, and that’s when--when he flung the knife at me 
and that’s when I fired”. Guerrero said that he believed that Close was aiming for him when he 
threw the knife. According to Guerrero, the knife missed his right ear by three to six inches. 
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Attempting to describe at what point in Close’s throwing motion he fired, Guerrero stated, 
throwing motion. After he had thrown it. Or right when he was--I-~ 

juerrero said that he was standing by the front of the driver’s door to the = 
Toyota when Close threw the knife at him. Guerrero fired ten rounds from his handgun at Close. 


Deputy Brookwell, who was standing to the right of Deputy Guerrero, told investigators that 
when he first saw him, Close had a knife in his right hand and appeared to have two knives in his 
left hand. Brookwell stated that he repeatedly ordered Close in English to drop his weapons. He 
said that Deputies [Jand Guerrero were also giving Close orders in Spanish. Brookwell 
described Close as “angry and agitated”. As Close paced about in his front yard, he was waving 
the knife in his right hand “kinda’ up down, moving it like this”. 


Brookwell told investigators that fired several beanbags from his stun gun; that the rounds 
knocked Close to the ground, but that he got back up. After the final beanbag was fired, Close 
appeared to be very angry. According to Brookwell, Close bent down slightly and grabbed the 
knife in his right hand by the blade. Brookwell said that Close “Raised the knife over his 
shoulder, took--took almost like an aim towards us, right, and then immediately started to throw 


the knife”. He believed that Close took aim at himself and Guerrero. said that he fired 
his weapon as Close started to throw the knife “to stop him from it”. Brookwell said 
that he fired three rounds at Close. 


Deputies | also responded to assist Deputies Brookwell, Romero, Mend 
Guerrero. When and Ruiz arrived, Brookwell, Guerrero andere already 
positioned behind the blue Toyota. [EEEtook a position in the street west of the Close 
residence. From his position he could see blood on the right side of Close’s neck, He could also 
see that Close was holding a large knife in his right hand. He heard deputies ordering Close to 
drop his weapons, and saw Deputy [Ire several beanbag rounds at Close. Sergeant Berardi 
arrived at the scene, and {was going to get an Arwen rifle from the trunk of his car, but 
gave up that effort because the matter midden escalated’. (Mold investigators that Close 
the pointed edee, into bis fingers then I saw 
s hand back and throws the, uh-- 


j Si, tie deptes avee ikae (Goerrero:mmd Brockwell’. At that point 
Mired six rounds from his nine millimeter handgun at Close. id that Sergeant 
Berardi ordered the deputies to “cease fire”. He and Deputy Moon then approached Close who 
had fallen to the ground in his front yard. [removed a knife and a pair of scissors from 
Close’s left hand. He later turned the two weapons over to Deputy Navarrete who placed them in 
evidence. In his written report, Navarrete described the knife as being approximately nine inches 
in length. 


1 An Arwen rifle is a non-lethal weapon that fires rubber bullets. 


Captain Don Mauro 
September 2, 1999 
Page 6 


Deputies Moon and LaChasse also drove to the Close residence to provide assistance. They 
parked in the middle of the street west of the location. Moon told investigators that when they 
arrived, Close was in the front yard. He was bleeding from the neck and making stabbing motions 
toward the deputies stationed behind the blue Toyota automobile. According to Moon, both 
Guerrero and Brookwell were ordering Close to drop his knife. Depute LaChasse reloaded fE 
beanbag stungun and handed it back to fj. (J fired three or four rounds at Close causing 
him to go down to one knee, Close straightened up, and, according to Moo od 
grip on one of the--the knives and reprint 

were seen him, uh, throw the yi 


it i 
nn go uh, d, uh two shots’ . Moon said that he fired 
when Close’s arm was in a forwar motion. He stated that he heard additional rounds being fired 
at the same time, When asked what he thought Close was going to do with his knife Moon said, 
“He was trying to kill, uh, a deputy. Throw the knife and hit a deputy” 


Deputy LaChasse told investigators that when he and Deputy Moon arrived, he saw Close 
standing in the front yard to his residence. LaChasse noticed a wound to Close’s right throat and 
left wrist. LaChasse initially assisted Deputy {J and reloaded J stun gun with four beanbag 
rounds. LaChasse said that deputies were repeatedly ordering Close to drop his weapons, and 
that these orders were being given both in Spanish and English. From his position, he could see a 
large knife in Close’s right hand, and what he thought were two knives in his left hand. LaChasse 
told investigators that Close took a “crouched fighting stance” and pointed the large knife in his 
right hand at the deputies. With the knife “Pointed toward us and then at [a] real quick pace, he 
just--with a great amount of force threw it. He raised it up and threw it... He threw it with great 
force” LaChasse said that De could see the knife traveling toward Deputy Guerrero and at that 
careful aim and fired one round at 


Sergeant Berardi was the last deputy to arrive at the scene. He planned to use the Arwen rifle 
that was in the trunk of his vehicle, but the incident escalated too quickly. Berardi told 
investigators that he saw Close upon arriving at the scene. He could tell that Close was armed 
with a knife in his right hand and what he thought were two knives in his left hand. Within 
seconds of arriving, he saw Close cock his right hand in a throwing motion. d he 


e aeia Dey, ena fired five rounds 
lose. Alvarez and Moon approached Close after he fell to the ground. He saw that 
Close was armed with a pair of scissors which he still held in his left hand. Close was handcuffed 


and paramedics were brought to the scene to treat him. 


Fire personnel accompanied the paramedics who responded to the initial call from Ms. SE The 
fire truck parked at the intersection of Hubbard Street and Hoefner Avenue while deputies dealt 
with Mr. Close. From his position Firefighter Miguel Padilla said that he heard and saw several 
deputies firing their handguns at Mr. Close. He then saw Mr. Close fall to the ground. He did 
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not see what precipitated the shooting, but after they finished treating Mr. Close he saw a knife on 
the sidewalk on the south side of Hubbard Street and saw several deputies looking at it. 


Paramedic {ENN stated that he and his two partners arrived and parked their vehicle 

of the Close residence at the intersection of Hubbard Street and Eastmont Avenue. From his 
position he could see Mr. Close standing in his front yard. He could not understand what Close 
was saying, but said that he was speaking in an “aggressive manner”. Several deputies were 
ordering Close to put his knives down. He saw stungun rounds knock Close to the ground, but 
he stood back up. According to B, Close continued to wave his knives at the deputies. 
ME sic that Close was knocked to the ground a second time by the stungun rounds, but that 
he again stood up. He believed that at this point Close only had the one A in his right hand. 
Suddenly, Close made a motion like he was’ . It was at that 
point that deputies began firing their wea ot actually see 
Close throw the knife. 


Paramedic S was with (J when they arrived at the scene of the shooting. He 
could see a knife in Close’s right hand and could tell that he had something in his left hand as well 
HEEB described Close as “very aggressive...he had the knives kinda almost like taunting type 
motion”, He added that the situation seemed very unsafe. IMJ said that the deputies 
repeatedly ordered Close to drop his weapons. {J told investigators that Close “came back 
in a, you know, like a pitcher’s position, like a throwing position to throw the | knife and uh--in a 
throwing type motion...so he’s back there with his arm cocked, start coming coming forward and the 
officers start firing”. (EJ said that Close actually released the k knife, but that he did not see 
where it went. He concluded by saying that Close started going down [to the ground] when the 
officers started firing, and that he was twisting while going down. 


Finally, Paramedic told investigators that Close appeared to be agitated or 
nervous. He saw a knife in Close’s right hand, and what looked to be another knife in his left 
hand. (EJ said that Close was making gestures toward the deputies and (J thought he 
was cussing and yelling obscenities as well. The deputies told Close to “put the knife 
down...numerous times”. During the standoff, Close made a pointing gesture to his aat a 
his forefinger as if to say, “Shoot me between t me eyes, kill me”. Suddenly Close “ q 
the knife, and I thought he was cocked back and had a slight 

forward, : and ot ei cope Ae did not believe that Close 
was able to actually throw the knife at the deputies, but stated that he did not see what happened 
to the knife as he made his throwing motion. [NIJ added that when Close was shot he rotated 
to the right, almost 180 degrees, and fell to the ground. 


Fire, paramedic and ambulance personnel all entered the shooting scene after it was rendered safe 
Close was treated by the paramedics and transported to Los Angeles County U.S.C. Medical 
Center where Dr. Eckstein pronounced his death at 7:42 p.m. 
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Investigators canvased the area surrounding Hubbard Street seeking witnesses to the 
shooting of Juan Close. | OY who resides at | Avenue, said that he heard 
two gunshots (the first beanbag rounds) and walked outside and stood at the corner of Eastmont 
and Hubbard Street. He saw Juan Close standing in his yard. Close was holding a knife in his 
right hand. Deputies were telling Close to drop the knife, but Close refused. Additional bean bag 
rounds were fired and Close was knocked to the ground, but got back up. When he stood back 
up, Close still had the knife in his right hand. Hi said that Close then threw the knife at the 
deputies “fairly hard”, and at that time the deputies shot him. He stated that 20-30 shots were 
fired at Close, and then a final shot was fired after he was on the ground. 


Many witnesses told investigators that they heard deputies order Close to drop his knife, but did 
not actually witness the shooting or what led up to the shooting. 

ad iii all heard deputies order Close to drop his 
weapon, "None, however, actually witnessed the shooting or what happened immediately 
preceding the shooting. (MEN told investigators that he heard deputies order Close to 
“drop his weapon ee yw a knife, but said that he did not throw it at 
anyone, and adi Close did not throw it with any force. He insisted that Close threw the 
knife low to the ground, but admitted that, because of darkness, he could not see where the knife 
landed. (EE stated that the deputies fired their weapons when Close threw his knife. 


Not all witnesses were cooperative. NN resides at (I Street. His 
residence is just {J of the Close residence. On February 24, 1999, Detective Kerfoot was in the 
process of impounding the Blue Toyota that was parked in front of the Close residence for 
scientific examination and analysis. Kerfoot explained to that the vehicle was being 
impounded so that the Sheriff's Department could document that the knife that Close threw 
struck the windshield of the Toyota. (J said that “the deputies placed the knife across the 
street”. was asked if he witnessed this, or if he knew someone who had seen such an 
event. refused to answer Kerfoot’s questions and returned to his house. 


HR gave a detailed statement on March 8, 1999 after both Supervisor Gloria Molina and 
Sheriff Leroy Baca met with members of the community. He told investigators that on February 
23, 1999 he heard a commotion and went outside to investigate. He saw Close standing in his 
front yard. Close was holding a bloody knife i right hand that III estimated was 
approximately ten inches in length. He heard ordering Close to “throw the knife down”. 
HE eard Ms. I also telling h to drop his knife. He heard Juan Close 
challenge the deputies in English, “Come on, kill me. Come on, kill me”. (J told 
investigators that he heard gunshots and saw Close go to the ground (bean bag rounds). As Close 
began to get back up, he had a hand behind his head. At that point deputies shot him. 
told investigators that he could not tell if Close threw a knife at the deputies. He made no 
mention of any deputy placing a knife on the south sidewalk of Hubbard Street. 
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Another witness, (INEM. was also interviewed by investigators on February 23rd. She 
hands on his head when the 


would only say that she saw tore on the ground w 

deputies shot him. Ms. HB s2ic at Close had been kneeling on the ground for approximately 
three minutes when he was shot. She would not answer any questions about whether Close was 
armed with a knife. 


On March 8, 1999 gave a second statement to investigators. She stated that she stepped 
out of her residence and heard Ms. Ty yelling “No, Ricky, no!” According to Ms. | Ms. 
= told Juan to either “throw it or let it go”. Ms. im back inside her house and made 
a telephone call. After she made her telephone call she looked out of a window and heard 
deputies telling Juan Close to “throw the knife”.* She insisted that from her position she could 
not see if Close was armed with any type of weapon. She did state however, that she was able to 
see his entire body, and saw that his arms were hanging down at his sides. 


Ms. said that she momentarily left the window, and while away, heard two or three shots. 
She retumed to the window and saw Close with his hands behind his head and his knees bent as if 
he was kneeling down. She told investigators that she again moved away from the window to 
check on her son who was doing homework, She heard many gunshots, and when she returned to 
the window, she saw that Close was on the ground. She also stated that, after the ambulance took 
Close to the hospital, she saw a deputy pick up a knife from the middle of Hubbard Street. She 
did not state what she saw the deputy do with the knife after picking it up’. 


Deputy Robert Ruiz, a trainee, was assigned as a partner with Deputy Alvarez. He told 
investigators that when he and Alvarez first arrived, Close was standing in his front yard. The 


2. Most of the civilian witnesses, including Ms. SEE. were interviewed in Spanish. Their tape recorded 
statements were then transcribed by either secretaries or word employed by the Sheriff's Department. None 
were certified interpreters. Some witnesses, including Ms. used the Spanish words “Tira el cuchillo” when 
describing the commands given by Sheriff's deputies to Mr. Close. Sheriff's transcribers have interpreted this as cither 


3. Other than Ms. III being mistaken, there appears to be no explanation for this allegation. She admitted 
that she saw a knife on the sidewalk on the south side of Hubbard Street following the shooting (the knife Close threw at 
Deputy Guerrero). She may possibly be referring to the knife and scissors Deputy Alverez removed from Close’s left 
hand after he was shot, but these items were recovered while Close was in the front yard of his residence, not in the 
middle of the Hubbard Street. Esch deputy was re-interviewed and all denied moving any evidence, or seeing anyone 
else move any evidence. Deputy LeChasse told investigators that immediately following the shooting, as paramedics 
were arriving, he was detailed to stand over the knife thrown by Close. He remained with the knife and protected the 
immediate area until the shooting scene was secured and the knife was circled with chalk. A photograph of the knife 
clearly shows it circled with yellow chalk. Considering that the shooting occurred during hours of limited light, it is 
possible that Ms. simply saw a deputy moving something of non-evidentiary value, perhaps something left 
behind by the paramedics. 
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deputies were telling him to drop his knives, but Close was not following their instructions. 
Although he could not understand what Close was saying, he told investigators that Close was 
According to Ruiz, the matter quickly escalated, and at one point, 

roune lose. Ruiz stated that LaChasse was standing at 
the south curb on Hubbard Street when he fired these four rounds. Ruiz said that Close was 
knocked to the ground by the beanbag rounds, but got back up. 


Ruiz told investigators that Close got near the front of his property line and threw a knife at the 
deputies. He said that the knife hit the hood or windshield of a car the deputies were standing 
behind and came within a foot of the closest deputy. Ruiz claimed that Close held the knife by the 
handle when he threw it, and added that he threw it in an overhand mution “almost like a baseball 


Ruiz’ version of the events is incorrect in several significant details. For example, it was Deputy 
GBB, not Deputy LaChasse, who fired the stungun beanbags at Close. {J stood near the north 
curb of Hubbard Street when he fired the a He did not fire the stungun from the south 
side of Hubbard Street. Ru i personnel or 
civilian, who aneti a 


shooting, he wry a knife and a eae of scissors ns Close’s LEFT hand. Tf Ruiz w were 
correct, Close would have had at least one weapon in his right hand after being shot and falling to 
the ground. 


Inve: ere ell casings at the scene of the shooting. By checking the 

handg by th kuia, it was determined that 
Sergeant Berardi fired five aii, Alvarez fired six rounds, Moon fired two rounds, LaChasse 
fired one round, and Deputy Brookwell fired three rounds. The two deputies closest to Juan 
Close, and whom his knife came closest to striking, fired the most rounds. Deputy BJ, in 
addition to the seven stun gun rounds, fired 11 rounds at Close. Deputy Guerrero 10 
rounds. 


Investigators examined the blue Toyota that was parked in front of the Close residence. A blood 
imprint of a knife handle and blade was clearly visible on the lower portion of the vehicle’s front 
windshield. Directly across the street, on the south side of Hubbard Street, investigators found a 
bloody kitchen knife. The knife has an eight inch stainless steel blade and is 12 inches in overall 
length. A photographic overlay of the knife matches the bloody imprint on the Toyota 

windshield. The knife’s final resting place is consistent with Close having thrown the knife in a 
southerly direction at Deputies Guerrero andi. striking the Toyota windshield, ricocheting off 
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the windshield nearly striking Guerrero, and coming to a rest on the south sidewalk of Hubbard 
Street. 


On February 26, 1999, Dr. Stephen Scholtz M.D., Deputy Medical Examiner, performed an 
autopsy on the body of e. He ascribed the cause of death to multiple gunshot 
wounds. Close ds . During the autopsy, Dr. Scholtz removed nine 
bullets or bullet eet that bore ballistic value. A ballistic comparison of those nine rounds by 
Jeff Walley, Sheriff's Firearms Examiner, established that one round fired by Deputy Alvarez 
struck Close in the mid-back, one round fired by Deputy Moon struck Close on the rear left heel, 
one round fired by Deputy LaChasse struck Close in the upper back, one round fired by Deputy 
Brookwell struck Close at the base of his skull, and one round fired by Deputy S struck Close 
on the left rear hip. Four rounds fired by Deputy Guerrero struck Close; one round struck Close 
on the front left leg shattering the femur, one round struck Close on the front left shoulder, one 
round struck him on the left upper arm, and one round struck him mid-back. The three rounds 
fired by Guerrero that struck Close in the left shoulder, left upper arm and mid-back, along with 
the rounds fired by Alvarez, Brookwell, LaChasse and {i all bear a downward trajectory. 
From witness accounts, it appears that the seven deputies fired their weapons almost 


the seven irae fir red their weapons os simultaneously, while Close was s bending forward 
and twisting to his right, would account for the downward trajectory of the wounds to his back. 


Dr. Schultz also noted incised wounds to the left and right side of Close’s neck, and to his left 
wrist. These are all self-inflicted knife wounds. 


The magazines used by the deputies in their Beretta handguns carry 15 rounds of ammunition. In 
addition, each deputy armed his weapon with a live round in the chamber for a total of 16 rounds. 
Detective Kerfoot explained to the undersigned that an individual can fire 16 rounds through a 
Beretta in under three seconds. 


CONCLUSION 


California law permits the use of deadly force in self-defense or in the defense of another if it 
reasonably appears to the person claiming the right of self-defense or the defense of another that 
he actually and reasonably believed that he was in imminent danger of great bodily injury or death. 
People v. Williams (1977) 75 Cal. App. 3d 731. 


In protecting himself or another, a person may use all force which he believes reasonably 
necessary and which would appear to a reasonable person, in the same or similar circumstances, 
to be necessary to prevent the injury which appears to be imminent. CALJIC 5.30. 5.32. 
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Where the peril is swift and imminent and the necessity for action immediate, the law does not 
weigh into nice scales the conduct of the assailed and say he shall not be justified in killing 
because he might have resorted to other means to secure his safety. People v. Collins (1961) 189 
Cal. App. 2d 575. 


“The ‘reasonableness’ of a particular use of force must be judged from the perspective ofa 
reasonable officer on the scene, rather than with the 20/20 vision of hindsight... The calculus of 
reasonableness must embody allowance for the fact that police are often forced to make split- 
second judgments--in circumstances that are tense, uncertain, and rapidly evolving--about the 
amount of force that is necessary in a particular situation”. Graham v. Conner (1989) 490 U.S. 
386, 396-397, 104 L. Ed. 2d 443, 109 S. Ct. 1865. 


From the evidence presented to this office, it is clear that Juan Close was intent on committing 
suicide. Close had been extremely depressed for several days following the loss of his job. When 
Ms. | | returned home from work, she discovered Juan locked in their bathroom. When he 
came out of the bathroom, he was holding a knife and had already inflicted two [J wounds 
to his neck and one to his left wrist. When he stepped out of his house, he threatened deputies by 
telling them that they would have to kill him or he would kill them. Even his [jj told 
investigators that he implored the deputies to shoot him* 


Deputies told Close that they did not want to harm him. He was instructed to drop his weapons 
and surrender so that they and paramedics could safely assist him. When reason 


Rather than surrender, Close only became angry. The situation tumed potentially deadly for 
deputy personnel when Close took the large knife in his right hand, turned it so as to grasp it by 
the blade, and threw it with such force that it ricocheted off the Toyota windshield and came to 
rest across Hubbard Street, approximately 45 away. In its travel, the knife missed Deputy 


4. ‘The undersigned has reviewed an article that appeared in the December, 1998 edition of the Annals of 
Emergency Medicine entitled Suicide by Cop. The author reviewed over 400 officer involved shooting investigated by 
the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department between 1987 and 1997. The author, H. Range Hudson, M.D., identified 
four criteria that he found in attempting to identify situations where individuals such as Mr. Close engage in life 
threatening situations in order to provoke officers into killing them. He identified the criteria as follows: 

1) There is evidence of the individual’s suicidal intent, 2) There is evidence that they specifically wanted the officers to 
shoot them, 3) There is evidence that they possessed a lethal weapon or what appeared to be a lethal weapon, and 4) 
‘There is evidence that they intentionally escalated the encounter and provoked officers to shoot them. Dr. Hudson 
concluded that 10.5% of the shootings he investigated met the criteria for what he more appropriately described as ‘law 
enforcement-forced-assisted suicide’. 
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Guerrero by scant inches. Given the size of the knife, and the force used to throw it, Close clearly 
manifested an intent to seriously injure if not kill Deputy Guerrero. 


It appears that Close, having failed at his attempt to commit suicide with three self-inflicted knife 
wounds, intentionally created a situation which would cause law enforcement personnel to use 
deadly force against him. The seriousness of the situation cannot be overstated. Because of 
Close’s violent, aggressive behavior toward the deputies, coupled with the fact that he was armed 
with two additional weapons, Close presented himself as aggressive and life-threatening to the 
deputies who were trying to assist him. 


Concern has been expressed from the community about Close’s death and the number of rounds 
that were fired at him. While seven deputies did in fact fire their handguns at Close, they did so 
because of his potentially deadly attack on other deputies, and the fact that he remained armed 
with two additional weapons. ee deputy, acting individually, fired because of the threat to 

v poe 


ee in TL the number ‘of rounds per eyi in fact fired. Nor can we say that the lesser 
number of rounds fired by the individual deputies were unreasonable. Each deputy acted 
individually to the concerns he had for the safety of other deputies. It is not unreasonable to 
believe that, had they not fired when they did, that Close would have used the knife and scissors 
in his left hand to attack the deputies. Given his aggressive state, his proximity to the deputies, 
and the fact that he nearly struck Guerrero in the face with a large knife, it is reasonable to believe 
that he would have used those additional weapons in a similar manner, perhaps with greater 
success. 
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It is the conclusion of this office that each deputy acted lawfully, both in self-defense and in 
defense of each other. We are therefore closing our file and will take no further action in this 
matter. 


Very truly yours, 


GIL GARCETTI 
District Attomey 


AMES L. COSPER 
Dé¢puty District At ey 
Sergeant Robert Berardi # 
Deputy Edwin Alvarez # 
Deputy Andrew Brookwell # 
Deputy 
Deputy John Guerrero # 
Deputy Dean LaChasse 
Deputy Larry Moon # 
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